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SEE YOU SOON, ETHIOPIA
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| find myself just looking at things in wonder and I'm seeing an opportunity to 3 %f G
recommit to that in life in general, wherever | am. There are always moments of - ?‘: _
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wonder; there are moments of wonder everywhere.

I’'m committing to seeing them, taking them in, and being open to them.

ETHIOPI

. The crowd at Abi Adi reacts to the IE2011
team’s cultural exchange dance

. Ted McDonald and Michael Millard yuk it up
with imagine1day’s Daniel Ataklti and Gebre, Abi
Adi’s Principal

. The IE2011 team’s Edge of Glory dance for
the Abi Adi community



Katie: Just over all, in general, I'm feeling so grateful everywhere we've gone. A big part

of that is the people here and how they come running out of their huts, and running out of
corners you didn’'t know existed to say hi and smile bigger smiles than | have ever seen down
my neighborhood streets and so there’s a lot of conversation to be had around that.

Brittany: One thing that has stuck with me, and that | am sure will stay with me even after |
leave, is something Teddy (our lead driver) said. We were in a hut in Yirgalem watching
women make coffee, even though they weren't expecting us, they said, “sure, come in, we'll do
this for you.” That would never happen where we live. That's their culture and they are so
welcoming. Teddy said we have so many things in our life and so many opportunities and
luxuries and when you look at these people who have so much less, they still smile bigger
than we do. That has been something that, throughout every day, has stuck with me. The
landscape is beautiful but | think what has stuck with me the most is the people and being able
to think about how I'm going to go home and be more like that back where | live.

Katie: I had the, "Aha!” moment of, “I am that person you
see doing these things and those smiling kids are not just
pictures." From a photographic perspective, I see

that all the time and I always thought, “that must have
been a really magical person taking that picture, to get
such smiles from those kids.” And I just noticed in general
the joyful demeanor of everyone.

Nancy: I have raised two boys and I'm finished with that;
in terms of the nitty gritty and one is out of university
and one is in university and they’re both well on their way.
I'm in transition to being back on my own. I've not had a
partner or partners, per se, through the duration of the
rearing of my children. The family’s still intact and it’s all
good but now the boys are gone and it’s time for me to
grow on so many different levels. The whole trip for me-is
about finding a whole new life for myself and doing it in

a way that is courageous, and it’s about partnership,
maybe. And if that doesn’t happen it's about, wow, how
am I going to dig in and really live hard. So transition and
emptiness and fullness. I'm in a big wave.
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