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Getting Out There

The thing | will remember the most was the big hike up to 2600

metres. We could hear the community waiting for us as we
approached; we heard drums and singing. It was powerful to
know the welcome party was there just for us. The moment when
Sapna told me to turn around and look, | saw hundreds of people
lined along the mountain. It was very emotional.

Brittany Wood, IE2011 Participant
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. The welcoming committee at Abada

imagine1day’s Community Mobilizing Officer,
Halefom Gezaei, drumming with the priests
upon arrival

Katie keeps the beat for a flock of new fans




Michelle: My favorite part of our overnight stay at Abada was the photo scavenger hunt. It was neat to come
together as a team regardless of the fact we didn’t speak the same language. It was a unique opportunity
to explore the community in an authentic way. There were a few challenges that required us to go into
people’s homes and they welcomed us without hesitation. The highlight was riding a donkey!

Brittany: The thing | will remember the most was the big hike up a 2600 metre incline. We could hear the
community waiting for us as we approached; we heard drums and singing. It was powerful to know

the welcome party was there just for us. The moment when Sapna told me to turn around and look, | saw
hundreds of people lined along the mountain. It was very emotional.

Ted: | think it was amazing to receive such an in-
~ credible welcome from the Abada community and
to see how appreciative they are of imagine1day
and all the work that’s being done in the school
and community. It was amazing to learn about the
bean field which is used for income generation for
the community. It's great to know that alongside
~ education, entrepreneurship is a high priority.
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Katie: Per usual in our trip experience, it was nothing like |
expected. | am absolutely amazed by how they were able to
carve out a church so high in the landscape. | have no idea
how the first people got up there. As tourists, it was quite
humbling because the local priest scrambled up to the top
like it was just another day. Meanwhile, we were geared out
and roped up with only the finest hiking shoes and daypacks.
The contrast between our experiences getting up and down
to the experiences of all of those who, for centuries, have
made the weekly trek is amazing. Life on the edge was fun.



Follow us on

web: www.imaginelday.org
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facebook: imaginelday
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